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Dear Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ, 

We are in the season of Lent. It is 

during this time of the year we focus 

on the great price Jesus paid to set us 

free from our sins and to give us new 

life in the spirit. Our Lenten theme 

this year is, ñWords from the Cross.ò  

Our Lenten devotional study 

continues on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Strand 

office complex. During our hour devotional we will hear 

the passion narrative, pray, focus on one of the sayings of 

Jesus from the cross, and grow together in our faith. 

Remember to set aside this hour to join us in our 

devotion. 

Good Friday Service, which is the most solemn of all the 

worship services, will be held at Oakridge Middle School 

on April 2nd at 7:00 pm. It is during this service we focus 

on the death of our Lord Jesus Christ. The worship area 

is darkened and we leave in silence.  

In stark contrast to Good Friday we come with joyful and 

thankful hearts to celebrate Jesusô resurrection from the 

dead on Easter morning. We go from the most solemn 

service to the most joyful of all Sunday worship services. 

Join us on April 4th at 9:30 am. at Oakridge Middle 

School as we proclaim, ñChrist has risen. He has risen 

indeed.ò 

May the Lordôs presence fill our hearts as we worship 

together. 

Your Servant in Christ,  

 

A Prayer to 
Start the 

Week  
 

 

 

Heavenly Father,          

Grant your Holy Spirit to Your 

people, that they may serve You 

faithfully in the vocations to 

which You have called them. Give 

wisdom to all fathers and mothers, 

that they may raise their children 

to fear, love, and trust You 

alone. Grant humility to all 

children, that they may honor their 

father and mother and other 

authorities. Protect all marriages, 

that those whom You have joined 

together may not be torn 

asunder. Give diligence to all 

workers, understanding to all 

bosses, courage to our military 

personnel, and love of justice and 

life to our government officials 

and rulers; in Jesus name.  Amen  

From Portals of Prayer 
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All women who attend Peace Lutheran Church, 

whether year-round or seasonal residents, are members 

of Women of Peace (WOP) / Lutheran Womenôs 

Missionary League (LWML). That means that all 

women are welcome and invited to attend our monthly 

meetings, held the second Saturday of each month at 

9:30 a.m. at the church property. 

 
Collections:  The February LWML mite collection totaled $79.50. The delegate funds collected 

were $15.00. 

Projects:  

Itchôn to Stitch: Women of Peace sew with  Faith Lutheran ladies on the 1st, 3rd and  5th 

Wednesday of each month from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Faith Lutheran Church. The ladies 

bring their own lunch. We sent off five quilts, 19 health kits, 23 school kits and 18 layette sets . 

This is a total of 145 lbs. of goods! 

Soup Labels & Box Tops: Please place the box tops and whole soup labels in the box on the 

entrance table. 

Womenôs Bible Study:  All women of Peace are invited to share Godôs Word through a Lutheran 

womenôs Bible study.  We meet Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. or 6:30 p.m. at the Strand office location. 

We are currently studying the Book of Esther. Call the church office for more information. 

Future Projects: 

We are collecting #2 pencils, wide rule paper and Kleenex for local schools. 

Several copies of the Lutheran Womenôs Quarterly  can be found on the table at the back 

of the worship center on Sundays. We will be sharing them. Please feel free to take a copy 

home to read, sign and return to the church. Thank you.  

 

Saturday, March 13th at 9:30  
Naples Botanical Gardens  

4820 Bayshore Dr.  
Admission: $7.00  

We will visit the Childrenôs Garden, Butterfly Garden, 
Brazilian Garden, Caribbean Garden, Florida Uplands 
Preserve, and South Wetlands Preserve. There are 
benches, water stations, and even hammocks along 

the paths. Scooters are available for guests who need 
mobility assistance.   

At noon, we will meet at the second ñgardenò of the 
day ð Olive Garden Restaurant at 1565 5th Ave. S. 
Soup, salad & garlic breadsticks (unlimited) $6.95. 
Pastas, pizza and other entrees ð $7.75 to $10.95 
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  (ÁÐÐÙ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ ÔÏȣ 
Aaron Brown ñ March 4 

Ricky Graham ñ March 6 

Judy Faulconer ñ March 11 

Carl Magee ñ March 16 

Martha Mohrbacher ñ March 16 

Jim Fleming ñ March 17 

Karen Shepard ñ March 20 

Audrey Armstrong ñ March 25 

Klaus Puttfarcken ñ March 26 
 

We donôt want to leave anyone out.  

If you know of someone whose birthday weôve missed, please 

contact the church office so we can update our list. Thanks! 

  

The Lenten music tones are somber  
and rightly a little sad.  But we are working on the 
wonderful days ahead of celebrating the 
resurrection.  Palm Sunday will have children waving 
palms.  Easter will have glorious trumpets.  There is 
excitement after Lent, Palm Sunday and Holy Week with 
Good Friday.  The Choir is working on the wonderful 
music of the season.  Is the Hallelujah Chorus far behind? 

 I hope you are enjoying the Choir singing every Sunday.  This 
will go on through Pentecost, May 23rd.  We really need more of 

you to support us in serving God through Music.  Choir Rehearsal is Wednesday Evenings, 
7-8:15 p.m., at the Hazelett Residence.  We also rehearse 
8:30-9:10 a.m. on Sunday mornings back in the School 
Choir Room.  PLEASE JOIN THE CHOIR!  GOD AND I 
REALLY NEED YOU TO HELP US SING HIS WORD.   

 Musically in Christ, 
Jan:) Grundeman, Director 
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Tithing from Much or Little  
  

The past few weeks we have been discussing the Biblical principle of 

tithing.  As you may know, the Old Testament is rather hard-nosed 

about tithing.  The prophet Malachi said that when you fail to tithe, you 

are actually robbing God.  Tithing was required, and it was looked at as 

the starting point.  Offerings were the gifts offered after the tithe was 

already in place. 

 In the New Testament, the picture changes slightly, but in an im-

portant way.  Tithing is still assumed. It is fair to say that Jesus saw tith-

ing as a continuing standard.  The difference in the New Testament is 

that tithing is not a law.  Rather, tithing is a spiritual discipline of pro-

portionate giving.  Tithing is a part of the spiritual goal toward which 

we move.  It is a guide for our giving. 

 A true story of stewardship comes to us from a small Midwest 

town.  A small church had just received the resignation of the churchôs 

treasurer.  The nominating committee had recommended the name of a 

man who was the owner of the local grain elevator and a highly re-

spected person in that congregation and community.  When they asked him to serve, he said that he 

would under two conditions. 

 What were those two conditions?  That no financial questions would be asked for one year; and 

that no financial reports would be required until the end of the year.  As you can imagine, the requests 

were somewhat difficult to swallow, but the people agreed since he was a highly respected man and a 

faithful member of the congregation. 

 At the end of the year, the financial report for the year was finally given.  The people could 

hardly believe what they heard.  The final payments on a long-standing indebtedness had been paid in 

full.  All current bills were paid in full ï something that was not frequently the case.  All District pledges 

had been paid for the first time in at least ten years, and there was $12,000 in the bank after all expenses 

were paid. 

 ñHow did you do it?ò the people asked. 

 ñIt was easy,ò came the reply.  ñMost of you do business 

with my grain elevator.  I simply kept ten percent of your sales 

and gave it to the church in your name.  You never missed it!ò 

 This is a humorous story, but there is something wrong 

with it, isnôt there?  Whatôs wrong?  The problem is that some-

one else decided what to give for the people!  There is no 

growth or opportunity to experience the joy of giving.  As the 

Apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 16:2, ñEach of us must 

give.ò 

 God wants us to grow in trust.  God wants us to learn to 

give.  God wants us to risk growth in grace through tithing.  

God wants us to move toward a tithe.  If you are giving at five 

percent, maybe you can increase it to seven percent. If you are 

at two percent, can you increase it to three of four?  Giving is an 

act of trust that expresses our love and gratitude for Who God is 

and all that He does for us.  We know that God will be faithful 

and bless us when we honor Him with our first and best. 
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  Thank     
Youé. 

 

 

 The Human Care Committee would like 

to take this opportunity to thank all of 

you who participated in the Love 

Offering on February 14th.  Your 

donations are greatly appreciated and 

allow us to do Godôs work by 

continuing to minister to the needs of 

the congregation as they arise. In case 

you missed contributing at that special 

time, we do accept donations at any 

time throughout the year. You are a very 

generous congregation! 

Darlene Hanley, Chairman  

Lenten Weekly 

Devotions 

ñWords of Life     

From the Crossò is 

the theme for our 

Lenten  Devotional Study. We 

will focus on Jesusô words from 

the cross. Our devotional study 

is held at 10:00 a.m. every 

Wednesday at the Strand Office 

complex.  

Daylight Savings Time 

Begins March 14th! 

Donôt forget to set your 

clocks one hour ahead 

on the 14th. Weôd hate 

for you to be late to 

church! 

We Welcome Your Thoughts!!  
Peace Lutheran Church is in the process of selecting a name, creating a mission statement and 

finding foundational scriptural passages for our Child Development Center. The initial 

thoughts of the committee are: 

Name: Peace Lutheran Open Arms Child Development Center 

Mission Statement: 

We provide a nurturing and safe Christian environment for the development of children and a 

support to their families. They will be restored, refreshed and renewed through a loving 

relationship with Christ. We are a Bible based child care and preschool center. 

Scripture:  

ñTrain up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not  

depart from it.ò Proverbs 22:6 

ñJesus said, ñLet the little children come to me, and do not hinder theméò  

Matthew 19:14 

 Your input is important. The committee welcomes your opinions and thoughts on these 

important topics. A box will be provided in which to place your comments on Sunday 

mornings. This box is located on the table near the Worship Center entrance. Thank you 

for your time and consideration.  


